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as well as pollution-monitaring. Recently
DustCart rolled around Peccioli, a tiny town
in ltaly. Where trash trucks can get stuck in
the narrow 8th Century streets, DustCart
turns the corners with ease. The robot is
programmed to respond to residents who
call and tell it what they're tossing--orgonic
woste, recyclables. It shows up at the door,
opens its belly, and then drops everything
off ot o waste-collection Facility, all while

sensors monitor pollutants in the air. Anyone

who has been awoken by dump trucks in
the middle of the night will oppreciate that it
runs quietly on lithivm ion batteries.
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Eddy current magnets, for example, can
deflect aluminum and other non-ferrous
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Plastic, too, is
becoming easier to pick out. Rather than the
more expensive process of doing it by hand,
some plostic sorting plants are now using
spectrascopic scanners, which sort different
types based on the spectrum of light they
absorb. And since rising prices are making
o1l seem like an expensive row material to
produce plastics, recycling existing plastic
from londfill seems sensible.
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