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Figure 2. Distribution of most consumed alcoholic beverages, in litres of pure alcohol, 2005
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Abelard, Peter (Fierre Abelard) (1079
1142]
Ferhaps the most famous man in Euroge in his own
lifetime, Peter Abelard was 3 renowned teacher,
phibesopher, theobogean, writer and lover, as famsos
for his celebrated affair with HFLOISE as for hi.s!m-
1mk.ing appllu‘linru. o rensoa to issues of faith,
Abeland was born in the villige of Pallet, south
af Mantes in Brittamy. Ekbest son of i noble house,
e ave up his inheritance fora life of the intelbect,
He studied bogic in Compitgne before moving to
Paris in 1100 to siudy dialectic under William of
Campaux. under whom the cathedral school at
Notre Dame had become a5 famous 2 center of
learning as 5t. Axsieat’s Bec. Hut Abelard had a

nwenchand fne challenming ssthorite. sond asssentle

methods—which essentially were exepetical (based
on seriptural interpretation) rather than logical—
and true 1o his penchamt for challenging older, es-
tablished aurhorities, Abelard gave a scandalows
public lecture on Exckicl, raising a namber of log-
ical questions,

In 1114 Abelard retwrned v Paris again, this
time 1o finally take a chair a1 the cathedral school
of Notre Dame, Il we are to believe his own words
from his antobiography, students Aocked to his
lectures from all over Enrogee, Certainly his reputa-
tsoom rrnacle him quite wealthy. Bt it was here, at the
height of his reputation, that Abelard was o saller
disaster.
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